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SUBJECT: KOREAN PRESS ANTICIPATES RESULTS OF FONMIN S 
MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY 

REF: SEOUL 8236 (DTG 280849Z SEP 77) 

SUMMARY: WHILE ALL AFTERNOON PAPERS REPORT ON PAK- VANCE MEETING 
TONIGHT (LOCAL TIME), TWO PAPERS ARE NOTEWORTHY FOR SPECULA- 
TION THAT U.S. AND ROK WILL COMPROMISE ON PLAN FOR 
SENDING U.S. INVESTIGATORS TO KOREA. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 29, AFTERNOON VERNACULAR PRESS GENERALLY RAN 
FRONT-PAGE STORIES ON MEETING TONIGHT (KOREAN TIME) BETWEEN 
FONMIN PAK TONG- JIN AND SECSTATE VANCE. TONGA ILBO AND CHUNGANG 
ILBO GAVE STORY TOP OR SECOND BILLING AND ANTICIPATED THAT TWO 
FOREIGN MINISTERS WOULD AGREE TO COMPROMISE PLAN WHEREBY U.S. 
OFFICIALS FROM DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) WOULD QUESTION PAK 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TONG-SON IN KOREA. 

2. TONGA ARTICLE, WHICH IS THE MOST DETAILED, ALTHOUGH IT CITES 
NO SOURCES, ATTRIBUTES THIS PENDING AGREEMENT TO ROKG'S FIRM AND 
UNYIELDING INSISTENCE ON ITS POSITION OF NOT RETURNING PAK 
TONG-SON AGAINST HIS WILL, LACK OF JUSTIFICATION FOR FURTHER 

U.S. INSTANCE ON FORCIBLE RETURN OF PAK, AND AGREEMENT IN 
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PRINCIPLE AT FONMINS' FIRST MEETING ON 9/20 TO BRING CASE TO 
A RAPID CLOSE. IF U.S. PUTS FORWARD SUCH A COMPROMISE PLAN, 

ROKG IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT IT IN PRINCIPLE, TONGA SAYS, AND 
REACH COMPROMISE ON DETAILS SUCH AS METHOD OF INVESTIGATION, 

ITS TIME FRAME, AND EXTENT OF ROKG'S COOPERATION. TONGA S 
STORY QUOTES "OBSERVERS" AS POINTING OUT THAT INVESTIGATION 
BY DOM OFFICIALS "COULD SATISFY" HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE S 
INVESTIGATION AND AS EXPECTING DISPATCH OF DOJ OFFICIALS BECAUSE 
OF RECENT DEFEAT OF MEASURE TO ALLOW SPECIAL COUNSEL TO CONDUCT 
INTERROGATION OF WITNESSES WITHOUT PRESENCE OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 

3. TONGA STORY NOTES U.S. HAS SOUNDED OUT ROKG ABOUT PLAN FOR 
DISPATCH OF DOJ INVESTIGATORS TO KOREA, AND ROKG HAS ANNOUNCED 
ITS INTENTION TO COOPERATE. ARTICLE SPECULATES THAT PROBLEM 
OF KIM HAN-JO WILL ALSO BE DISCUSSED AND, IF AGREEMENT IS REACHED 
ON PAK MAFFAIR, COMPROMISE MIGHT BE REACHED ON KIM'S CASE 
AS WELL. ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH NOTE 

THAT, BECAUSE OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LOCKHEED PRECEDENT, 

WHICH HAS BEEN KOREAN POSITION, AND U.S. INSISTENCE ON "GUARANTEE 
OF A FULL INVESTIGATION," COMPROMISE MUST ALSO BE RACHED ON 
PROCEDURES. 
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